Abstract

Confrontar a modernizacion
O mundo oriental de Vicente Risco (*)

Andrés PEREZ RIOBO

Ademais de historiador, antropdlogo e ensaista, Vicente Risco (1884-1963) foi un dos
mais prominentes pensadores do nacionalismo galego da primeira metade do século XX. O
seu afan por atopar unha alternativa 4 modernidade occidental, que consideraba decadente,
levouno asi mesmo a interesarse polo Oriente, que representaba para el unha fonte infinita
de cofiecemento, a pesar de que nunca chegou a pér un pé en Asia. Aprendeu de xeito
autodidactico materias variadas, entre elas escritura xeroglifica, escritura devanagari, sanscrito
e as relixions da India, asi como a arte e a literatura da China e do Xapon. Tamén deu a
cofiecer a outros intelectuais galegos a meditacion, unha practica fundamental do Budismo,
e deu conferencias sobre a obra do escritor, artista, musico e filésofo bengali Rabindranath
Tagore. Na sta viaxe a Alemafia na década de 1930, Risco entra en contacto indirectamente
co mundo asiatico, a través das suas visitas aos grandes museos e as coleccions de arte oriental
que estes albergaban. En 1955 publica unha sintese historica sobre Asia, un logro
extraordinario, entre outras razons, polo dificil que era atopar traballos que tratasen este tema
na Espafia de posguerra. Este artigo presenta a vida e a carreira de Risco, facendo fincapé
tanto no seu labor como orientalista como no lugar que ocupa a sua figura no debate
inaugurado pola obra Orientalismo de Edward Said, e ainda aberto, sobre as relaciéns culturais

entre o Oriente e o Occidente.

(*) Traducién do inglés de Alba Rodriguez Gonzalez
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Abstract
Confronting Modernization:
Vicente Risco's Oriental World

Andres PEREZ Ri0BO

Historian, anthropologist, and essayist, Vicente Risco (1884-1963) was one
of the most prominent thinkers of Galician nationalism in the first half of the
20th century. Furthermore, his interest in finding an alternative to a Western
modernity that he perceived as decadent led him to become interested in the
Orient, as an endless source of knowledge, despite the fact he never set foot in
Asia. He taught himself varied subjects as hieroglyphic writing, Devanagari
script, Sanskrit, and the religions of India, as well as the art and literature of
China and Japan. He introduced the meditative practices of Buddhism to other
Galician intellectuals and gave lectures on the work of Rabindranath Tagore.
During the 1930s he traveled to Germany where he indirectly came into
contact with the Asian world through his visits to the great museums that kept
collections of oriental art. In 1955, he published a historical synthesis about
Asia, extraordinary among other things because in post-war Spain it was
difficult to find works that address this matter. In this paper, I introduce the
life and career of Risco focusing on his work as an orientalist and his place in
the ongoing debate on East-West cultural relations inaugurated by Edward

Said’s Orientalism.
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